-09-' 04 15:47 FK)M-Lerner & Greenberg +9549251101 t-304 P03/14 u-786 

Applic. No. 09/379,215 

Amdt. dated August 9, 2004 

Reply to Office action of April 8, 2004 


Claim ATnendmenta 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, 
and listings, of claims in the application: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) . a multilayer composite body for 
the production of components or preforms, comprising: 

thermoplastic layers each being ^ single ^.y^^ having 
synthetic materials; 

natural fiber layers bonded with thermoplastic synthetic 

material / and 

at least one reinforcing Insert adjacent to said thermoplastic 
layers and said natural fiber layers, said at least one 
reinforcing insert having an open-pored fabric formed from 
fibers, said fabric penetrated from at least one side by 
melted synthetic materials of at least one of said adjacent 
natural fiber layers and said adjacent thermoplastic layers 
integrating into and reinforcing said at least one of said 
adjacent natural fiber layers and said adjacent thermoplastic 
layers; 

said thermoplastic layers forming [ [an] ] 
outer ouicfQcc surfacea of said multilayer composite body and 
forming at least one molded functional element ex£lusively on 
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at leasb one of said outer ourfacc surfaces. B aid f tmr^hi r.r,^i 
^^^'"^"^ selected from the group consisting of a fixing strip 
and a rib. 

Claim 2 (Original). The multilayer composite body according 
to claim l, wherein said synthetic material of said 
thermoplastic layers and said natural fiber layers has a 
melting temperature of < 250 °C. 

Claim 3 (Original). The multilayer composite body according 
to claim 1, wherein said synthetic material of said 
'thermoplastic layers and said natural fiber layers is selected 
from the group consisting of polyethylene, polypropylene and 

ethylene vinyl acetate. 

Claim 4 (Original) . The multilayer composite body according 
to claim 1, wherein said natural fiber layers contain natural 
fiberg formed from the group consisting of flax, hemp, sisal, 
jut and mixtures thereof. 

Claim 5 (Canceled) . 

Claim^(currently amended) : The multilayer composite body 
according to claim 1, wherein: 

said at least one reinforcing insert is centrally disposed and 
has outer surfaces; 
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said natural fiber layers are first and second natural fiber 
layers disposed at said outer surfaces of said at ie*» least 
one reinforcing insert and having outer surfaces; 

said thermoplastic layers are first and second thermoplastic 
. layers covering and bonded with said outer surfaces of said 
first and second natural fiber layers as an outer layer; and 

said thermoplastic synthetic bonding material of said natural 
fiber layers simultaneously penetrates said fibers of said 
fabric of said at least one reinforcing insert and said first 
and second thermoplastic layers. 

Claim y (Original) . The multilayer compoBite body according 
to claim wherein; 

said at least one reinforcing insert includes first, second 
and third reinforcing inserts; 

said reinforcing insert is disposed between said first and 
second natural fiber layers; 

said second reinforcing insert is disposed between said first 
natural fiber layer and said first thermoplastic layer; 

said third reinforcing insert is disposed between said second 
natural fiber layer and said second thermoplastic layer; and 
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said second and third reinforcing inserts are bonded into said 
thermoplastic material of said adjacent natural fiber and 
thermoplaatic layers* 

Claim ^ (Original). The multilayer composite body according 
to claim 1, wherein said thermoplastic layers are formed of a 
material selected from the group consisting of film material 
and fiber material becoming molten during molding of a 
component . 

Claim 9 (Cancelled) . 

Claim VO (original) . The multilayer composite body according 
to claim 1, wherein said thermoplastic layers are self- 
colored. 

Claim 3/ (currently amended) : The multilayer composite body 
according to claim 1, wherein oaid thcrmoplaotic Igyoro hgy ci 
o uter Dur£Q ccu > aud covering layers are bonded with eaid outer 
surfaces formed by said thermoplaetic lavera 

Claim 34 (Original) . The multilayer composite body according 
to claim 1, wherein said at least one reinforcing insert has a 
higher melting point than said thermoplaatic. 
/' 

Claim ^ (Previously Presented) . a motor vehicle component or 
preform produced from a multilayer composite, comprising: 
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thermoplaatic layers each being a single laver- ^ prf having 
synthetic materiale;- 

natural fiber layers bonded with thermoplaatic synthetic 
material ; and. 

at least one reinforcing insert adjacent to said thermoplastic 
layers and said natural fiber layers, said at least one 
reinforcing insert having an open-pored fabric formed from 
fibers, said fabric penetrated from at least one side by 
melted synthetic materials of at least one of said adjacent 
natural fiber layers and said adjacent thermoplastic layers 
integrating into and reinforcing said at least one of said 
adjacent natural fiber layers and said adjacent thermoplastic 
layers ,- 

at iQQQL uuc of said thermoplastic layers forcing [[an]] outer 
«H?€eee surfaceB of said multilayer composite body and forming 
at least one molded functional element excluBlve? . y on at least 
ona_of said outer ourfaco surfaces, s aid functional elerT.^r.t 
selected from the group consisting of a fixing strip and a 
rib. 

Claim^ (Previously Presented) . The multilayer composite 
body according to claim 1, wherein said fibers of aaid fabric 
of said reinforcing insert are formed from a combination of 
said materials. 
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Claim (currently amended) : The multilayer composite body 

according to claim 1, wherein said outer eurface^ 

component ourfooc io a molded In functional clcm e nL surfaces 

Claim ^ {currently amended) : The multilayer composite body 

/3> 

according to claim [I1]J wherein aaid component surface is 

a surface structure . 

Claim l/ (Previously Presented) . The multilayer composite 
body according to claim 1, wherein said component is a molded- 
in functional element. 

Claim 18 (Cancelled) . 

Claim 19 (Cancelled) . 

Claim ^ (Previously Presented) . The multilayer composite 
body according to claim 1, wherein said component is a 
visually effective surf ace structure . 

Claims 21-22 (Cancelled) . 
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